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4.3.2 Advice June 2014 
 

ECOREGION Faroe Plateau ecosystem 

STOCK Cod in Subdivision Vb2 (Faroe Bank) 
 

Advice for 2015 

 

New data on landings and indices from the annual Faroese surveys do not change the perception of the stock since 2008 

and do not give reason to change the advice from 2008. The advice for the fishery in 2015 is therefore the same as the 

advice given since 2008: “Because of the very low stock size ICES advises that the fishery should be closed. Reopening 

the fishery should not be considered until both survey indices indicate a biomass at or above the average of the period 

1996–2002”. 

 

Management considerations 

 

The Faroe Bank has been closed to fishing since 1 January 2009. However, in the fishing years 2010–2011 and 2011–

2012, respectively, a total of 78 and 100 fishing days were allowed to small jiggers in the shallow waters of the Bank. 

The closure advice should apply to all fisheries. 

 

Source 

  

ICES. 2014. Report of the North-Western Working Group (NWWG), 24 April – 1 May 2014, ICES Headquarters, 

Copenhagen, Denmark. ICES CM 2014/ACOM:07. 902 pp. 
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Table 4.3.2.1 Cod in Subdivision Vb2 (Faroe Bank). ICES advice, management, and landings.  

 

Year ICES Predicted catch Agreed Official 

 Advice corresp. to advice TAC landings 

1987 No assessment -  3.5 

1988 No assessment -  3.1 

1989 Addition to Faroe Plateau TAC ~2.0  1.4 

1990 Access limitation may be required -  0.6 

1991 Access limitation may be required -  0.4 

1992 No fishing 0.3  0.3 

1993 TAC 0.5  0.4 

1994 TAC 0.5  1.0 

1995 Precautionary TAC 0.5  1.2 

1996 Precautionary TAC 0.5 1.0 2.5 

1997 Effort at present levels 0.7 Not applicable 3.9 

1998 Effort at present levels -  3.5 

1999 Effort not to exceed that exerted in 1996–1997 -  1.3 

2000 Effort not to exceed that of 1996–1998  -  1.2a 

2001 Effort not to exceed that of 1996–1999 -  1.8a 

2002 Effort not to exceed that of 1996–2000 -  1.9a 

2003 Effort not to exceed that of 1996–2001 -  5.7a 

2004 Effort not to exceed that of 1996–2002 -  4.3a 

2005 Effort not to exceed that of 1996–2002 -  1.0a 

2006 Effort not to exceed that of 1996–2002 -  0.95a 

2007 Effort not to exceed that of 1996–2002 -  0.45a 

2008 No fishing 0  0.22a 

2009 No fishing 0  0.08a 

2010 Same advice as last year 0  0.1a 

2011 Same advice as last year 0  0.36a 

2012 Same advice as last year 0  0.11a 

2013 Same advice as last year 0  0.036a 

2014 Same advice as last year 0   

2015 Same advice as last year 0   

     
Weights in thousand tonnes. 
a Working group estimates. 
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Figure 4.3.2.1 Cod in Subdivision Vb2 (Faroe Bank). Top panel: Reported landings 1965–2013. Since 1992 only catches 

from Faroese and Norwegian vessels are considered to be taken on the Faroe Bank. Bottom panel: Fishing 

days 1997–2014 for longline gear types on the Faroe Bank. 



4  ICES Advice 2014, Book 4 

 

 

 
Figure 4.3.2.2 Cod in Subdivision Vb2 (Faroe Bank). Estimated fishing mortality from the production model (black line) and 

exploitation ratio (ratio of landings to survey interpreted as an index of exploitation rate). Red = summer 

survey, Green = spring survey.  

 

 
 
Figure 4.3.2.3 Cod in Subdivision Vb2 (Faroe Bank). Catch per unit of effort in the spring and summer groundfish survey. 

Vertical bars and shaded areas show the standard error in the estimation of indices. The high survey index in 

2014 is due to only two very large hauls out of 27 hauls. 
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Table 4.3.2.2 Cod in Subdivision Vb2 (Faroe Bank). Nominal catches (tonnes) by country 1986–2013 as officially reported 

to ICES. From 1992 catches by the Faroe Islands and Norway are used in the assessment. 

 

 
 


