4.3
Assessments and advice

4.3.1
Fisheries advice

Mixed fisheries and fisheries interactions

The pelagic fisheries exploit stocks that occur widely in the Northeast Atlantic. Since these fisheries are single-species fisheries, management of fisheries on these stocks should be done based on single-species upper boundary considerations and should consider exploitation in all areas where these stocks are fished, see Volume 9.

Most demersal fisheries are mixed-species fisheries; exceptions are gillnet fisheries for Greenland halibut and gillnet fisheries for anglerfish, where bycatches are small. 

Some of the demersal stocks are local, whereas others like Greenland halibut, anglerfish, redfish, and most deep-sea stocks occur over a wider area than the Faroese waters and management of the fisheries exploiting them should consider exploitation in all areas where these stocks are fished.

At present, only a few stocks are assessed among those currently exploited in Faroese waters. Proper mixed fisheries considerations should include several other species that are not currently assessed. If proper fishery-based advice taking mixed fisheries issues into account should be given for the fishery in Division Vb, ICES would need to evaluate the status of these stocks, but this could be based on survey estimates of trends. 

In the present management regime, fisheries on the stocks of cod, haddock, and saithe are regulated by gear and fleet specifications, area closures, and number of fishing days. Consequently, the status of each of the stocks must be taken into account in the regulation. Several of the fisheries could be described as mixed cod-haddock fisheries (i.e. the longline fisheries), whereas others (i.e. pairtrawlers and single trawlers) are saithe fisheries with bycatches of cod and haddock.

For the effort regime to work properly in a mixed fisheries context, the relative effort directed towards each species has to remain nearly constant, to ensure that the catches of each species are adapted to the abundance of each stock. The recent decline in the cod stock was associated with a marked increase in fishing mortality on cod, indicating that the management system has not functioned properly in that respect.

Single-stock exploitation boundaries and critical stocks 

The state of stocks and single-stock exploitation boundaries are summarized in the table below.

	Species
	State of the stock
	ICES considerations in relation to single-stock exploitation boundaries
	Upper limit corresponding to single-stock exploitation boundary for agreed management plan or precautionary limits. 

Tonnes or effort in 2009

	
	Spawning biomass in relation to precautionary limits
	Fishing mortality in relation to precautionary limits
	Fishing mortality in relation to highest yield
	Fishing mortality in relation to agreed target
	In relation to agreed management plan
	In relation to precautionary limits
	In relation to high long-term yield
	

	Faroe Plateau Cod 
	Reduced reproductive capacity
	Harvested unsustainably
	Overfished
	Above target
	Reduce fishing mortality by 36%
	Closure of the fishery. Rebuilding plan.
	F is above F0.1 and Fmax
	Closure of the fishery. Rebuilding plan

	Faroe Bank Cod
	Unknown
	Unknown
	Unknown
	Unknown
	
	Closure of the fishery.
	
	Closure of the fishery. 

	Faroe Haddock
	Full reproductive capacity
	Increased risk
	Overfished
	Below agreed target
	Current F is below management target
	Closure of the fishery. Develop recovery plan
	F is above F0.1 
	Closure of the fishery.
Develop recovery plan

	Faroe Saithe
	Unknown
	Unknown
	Unknown
	Unknown
	Unknown 
	Initial reduction of  fishing effort by 20% 
	Unknown
	Initial reduction of  fishing effort by 20% 


The advice for Ling appears in ICES Advice 2008, Section 9.4.10 on Widely Distributed Stocks. This is a bi-annual advice.

4.3.2
Advice for fisheries management

The Faroese effort management system links fishing mortality on the demersal stocks, i.e. that the effort (number of fishing days) concurrently determines the fishing mortality on all three demersal stocks. The longline fisheries for cod and haddock are closely linked. The fishery for saithe is a more directed fishery, albeit with bycatches of cod and haddock.

For the Faroe Plateau cod, the spawning-stock biomass has declined rapidly in the last few years, and the fishing mortality has increased. For haddock the spawning-stock biomass is below Bpa and declining, while the present fishing mortality is above the Fpa. Stock trends in Faroe saithe indicate that fishing mortality fishing mortality was high in 2007 and should be decreased.

For cod, ICES recommends no fishery in 2009. This applies both to cod on the Faroe Plateau and the Faroe Bank. For Faroe Plateau cod ICES advises to develop a recovery plan. 
For haddock, ICES recommends no fishery in 2009 and the development of a recovery plan.

For saithe, ICES recommends a reduction in fishing mortality in 2009.

In general demersal fisheries in the Faroe waters should in 2009 be managed ensuring a minimal bycatch or discarding of cod and haddock.

Quality of assessments and uncertainties

The resources in the area have in general been managed on the basis of long time-series of commercial catch-at-age information. There are two annual groundfish surveys available from the mid-1990s. Several commercial cpue series are available. The commercial cpue series include larger vessels (fleet segments 1–3) only and are based on logbooks from a few selected vessels that are considered representative for the fleets. Detailed cpue statistics that cover all vessels in these segments as well as the gillnetters exist, but are not presently available for assessment. No detailed cpue information is available for segments 4 and 5; logbooks have since 2005 become mandatory for segment 4, but the vessels in segment 5 are not obliged to keep logbooks. This impedes a comprehensive analysis of the development in catchabilities that is necessary to evaluate the implementation of the effort system used in the Faroes. 

Except for some selected fisheries, no estimates of discards are available. However, since almost no quotas are used in the management of the demersal fisheries, the incentives to discard in order to high-grade the catches should be low. Moreover, according to Faroese legislation, all discarding is banned. The landings statistics are therefore regarded as being adequate for assessment purposes.
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